
Hello to all,

I wanted to voice my support to this petition. It would do the amature service a
lot of good to get people on the HF bands. The 5 wpm code requirement had its
day when that was a major form of communications. There have been signifigant
advancements in modes of operation in the amature service on the HF bands
includeing RTTY,AMTOR,PSK31,PACKET,SSTV and many others. The 5 wpm testing is
not relevant to most hams after they take their test, CW is emphasized all out
of porportion to the percentage of hams that use it regularly. Infact many do
not ever use the mode in normal practice. I say beef up the general exam and ask
relevant questions of the other modes and procedural questions on voice
procedures. Make them atlest have knowledge of the proper manners instead of
having them memorize a language that they will forget a year after they take the
test. Please make the test relivant to the current demographic of the amature
service and the modes it uses. Lets not keep tradition just for tradition sake.
Lets be forward thinking and adapt with the times. In summary lets kill the code
req for general class and in its place put more mode diversified questions in
the general exam. Keep the code requirement for the Extra class as well as place
even more relivant questions in the Extra exam. Its Extra class it should be
difficult to obtain. All this is in my humble opinion. Thanks for your time.

Matt Hayes
W0CAC


